


Minutes: Rip Van Winkle Hikers





November 22, 2004
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Bob Saturn.

Guests: Eileen Cunningham and Moriah Wamsley
Minutes of the September 27, 2004 meeting were approved.

Executive Committee Minutes:


Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of November 2, 2004 and November 18, 2004 were read.


Of special note were the following Motions:

From Nov. 2nd:

1. MOTION (Puretz/Thorpe):  That the Executive Committee authorizes Secretary Puretz to order 200 patches at 1.85 each from Stucki Emblems.  Patches will be sold at a charge of $2.50 each (to cover the Club’s initial outlay, postage and handling.)

ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
2. MOTION (Puretz/Saturn):  To accept the proposed 2005 Budget as prepared by Charlie Martin.

ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED


3. MOTION (Thorpe/Saturn):  The Executive Board recommends that the Rip Van Winkle Hikers not give any more donations to outside organizations. The basis for this recommendation is that club dues are currently structured only to cover expenses of mailings and support for club activities.  

While the Executive Board clearly recognizes the validity of the needs of the many organizations that ask the Club for financial support, it also recognizes the limited funds that are available to the Club.  As such, the Board encourages members to support the organizations of their choice with private donations. 

.  
ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

From Nov. 18th

1. MOTION (Puretz/Thorpe):  The Executive Committee recommends that the Rip Van Winkle Club purchase a hiking accident/liability insurance policy. 

ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

2. MOTION (Smith, B,/Smith, R): ):  The Executive Committee recommends that the Rip Van Winkle Club dues be increased from $5.00 to $13.00 to cover the costs of purchasing a hiking accident/liability insurance policy. 

ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

3. MOTION (Puretz/Thorpe):  The Executive Committee recommends changing the Club’s meeting format so as to provide time for other business by asking that Hike Leaders limit their Hike Reports to no more than one minute. It is hoped that the hike’s salient information can be provided in that time frame.

 
ACTION:  UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
Accident/Liability Insurance


President Saturn presented the historical background leading up to the Executive Committee’s motion that the RVW Club purchase an accident/liability insurance policy.


He then presented the details of the policy under consideration. After much discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION (PURETZ/DOBBS):  The Rip Van Winkle Club should purchase the accident/liability insurance policy as presented by President Saturn.

ACTION:  Passed unanimously.

MOTION (Puretz/Martin):  The Rip Van Winkle Club should purchase an additional automobile rider policy.

ACTION:  Passed unanimously.

Insurance Committee


An Insurance Committee was created to handle the details necessary to implement the purchasing of the new insurance policy.  Susan Bolitzer and Bob Saturn agreed to serve but other volunteers are needed.  Secretary Puretz was asked to send an e-mail requesting volunteers.
Club Dues

After some discussion about the cost of the insurance policy and the club’s dues structure, the following motion was made:

MOTION (Puretz/Serravallo):  The dues for the year 2005 will be increased to $20.00.
ACTION:  Passed.

Treasurer’s Report Attached to Hard Copy

         Opening Balance: $1,326.58

Expenses:  $780.11

Income:      $70.00
         Present Balance:  $616.47   (Reserve: $700.00/ Club Equity: ($83.53))
2005 Budget

Treasurer Martin presented the proposed budget for 2005 and discussed the various changes. Because of the question of how much the insurance will cost and how many members will rejoin, it was decided to postpone any action on the proposed budget until the January meeting.
Membership:  No report.

Announcements:


Catskill Mt. Club (formed by Chris Olney) is now a reality.
Nominations Chair:  President Saturn announced that Chet Schram has agreed to serve as the Chair of the Nominations Committee.
Committee Reports:


Sunshine Committee:  
Norm Schwartz sent a note to the Club in response to Pat’s goodbye note to him.


Cards were sent to:



Leo Armari on the death of his wife, Corrine

Ellen Berlin and Mary Zeeh received Get Better Cards because of their

 hiking related accidents

Librarian:  Elaine Hencke did not give her usual quiz because of time constraints. She did, however, remind members that “the material in the Library is available to Club members at meetings or by contacting Elaine.”
Conservation Committee:  Susan Bollitzer had some items but because of time constraints agreed to wait until the next meeting.
Hats/T-shirts/Sweatshirts: No report.  However, the patches have been purchased and will be available at a cost of 2.50.  More information will be sent to members.

Completed Hikes

The Group and Hike Leaders reported on completed hikes. NOTE:  A new one minute (maximum) per hike report rule was instituted.  That worked very well – we received the pertinent information in a timely fashion.
Trail Maintenance Report:


All Club Trail Maintenance obligations have been fulfilled. Donna Wamsley thanked all the volunteers who participated in the trail maintenance.

Hike Schedules:

Schedules for December/January were passed out and discussed. 

 The dates for planning upcoming hikes were announced.

Comments:

Hiker Responsibilities on HIKE REPORT SIGN-IN FORM

President Saturn reminded all Hike Leaders (i.e., any member who leads a hike) to make

sure that hikers read the text on the sign-in sheet (as opposed to just signing their John Hancock.) This will guarantee that hikers know their responsibilities for that hike.
Old Business:

New Business:
Frank Serravallo and Gaye Smith provided the November refreshments.






Respectfully submitted:







Susan Puretz
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