


Minutes: Rip Van Winkle Hikers





May 17, 2004

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by President Bob Saturn.

* Refreshments were available before the meeting (as per a decision at the January, 2004 meeting.)

New Members at the meeting:  Charlene Rosenberry, Myrna Sameth, and Sue White

Minutes of the March 22, 2004 were approved.

Treasurer’s Report by Charlie Martin 


Current Balance after expenses on 5/17/04 is $1349.37 (copy attached to official minutes)

Membership Report 

None, Sally Colclough not present.

Correspondence: Bob described the Catskill Mt. Sports Expo @ Belleayre Mtn. and asked if there was anyone interested in manning a booth on June 19th and 20th. No one volunteered.

Announcements:


None

Committee Reports:

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE (Pat Kramer): Nothing new to report.


 LIBRARIAN (Elaine Henecke):

Continuing a tradition established at the November 2003 meeting, Elaine began her report with a question and answer period.  She showed several photographs from the magazine Kaatskill Life (available from the Club’s library) and asked if members knew where/what they were.   Club members knew the answers to some of the questions, but everyone present learned at least one new fact.

HATS and SHIRTS (Inge Backhaus)

There are still some hats and shirts that people had ordered and not picked up. It was decided that one of the items would be donated as a raffle prize for the Banquet.

Inge indicated that she has done this job for 11 years and asked for a volunteer to take over this responsibility.

CONSERVATION CHAIR (Susan Bolitzer)

Susan asked Sandy Thorp (representing the Protect the Plattekill Stream and Watershed) to report.

Sandy announced that there would be two Plattekill River Water Walks (one on June 19th and one in late June/July.)  If interested, contact her.

ANNUAL BANQUET (Roger Brandt)

  Roger Brandt announced that the Banquet speaker’s topic would be Bringing the Otter Back to the Hudson Valley. As of the meeting there were approximately the same number of attendees as last years event. 

RAMBLES  (Pat Kramer)

The Club hike for the Rambles will be held on Saturday, September 18, 2004.  The hike will be the same as last year: North Point at North Lake.

FALL WEEKEND (Rick Smith):

After some discussion about the Weekend, it was decided that the hotel/motel Old Forge (in the Adirondacks) would be the place and October 15th and 16th the dates.

Completed Hikes

The Group and Hike Leaders reported on completed hikes. Of note: Susan Bolitzer provided pictures and GPS created Topos of her Esopus Bend Nature Preserve hike.

Trail Maintenance Report (Donna Wamsley):

Two of the three Maintenance hikes have been completed. The last one is scheduled for May 21st. All club members were encouraged to come.  

Hike Schedules:

The dates for planning upcoming hikes were announced. 

Comments:


President Saturn urged all Hike Leaders to make sure that hikers READ and sign the Hike Report form.  Pat Kramer explained what she does as a Hike Leader to wit; she presents a prepared hiker sign-in form  (with important information highlighted) for members to read prior to signing.  Pat explained which parts of the sheet she highlighted.

Old Business: 

1. Club Liability:  President Saturn reported that he has not heard anything from the NYNJ Trail Conference.

2. Catskill Park 100 year Anniversary (Donna Wamsley):  Donna reported that the June 5th hike Giant Ledge hike led by the Rip Van Winkle Club is on the schedule and that she is hoping the Mt. Laurels will be out.

3.   Compass/Map Field Implementation:


The event was very successful, 13 club members participated.  Bob explained his triangulation session and Dick Voloshen and Roger Brandt explained the orienteering part.  While the two sections were unrelated, both are important skills to have.


Bob will do another triangulation workshop (at Cantine Field) some time in the future.

New Business:

1.  Patch


Susan Puretz, after describing how other hiking clubs have patches that can be attached to hiking packs, made the following motion:    


MOTION (Puretz/Stinemire):

That the Rip Van Winkle Club authorizes Susan Puretz to investigate the feasibility of having a patch created for the club. 


ACTION:  PASSED

Meeting adjourned 8:40 for hike planning.

Refreshments at this meeting were provided by: Dagmara Nunn and Sandy Thorpe 

Refreshments for the July meeting will be provided by: Frank Serravallo and Gaye Smith

Respectfully submitted:  Susan Puretz, Secretary
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