


Minutes: Rip Van Winkle Hikers





March 24,  2003

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Bob Saturn.

The new President thanked outgoing President Bob Stinemire for his many years of service to the Rip Van Winkle Hiking Club.

Minutes of the January 27, 2003 meeting were read and approved.

Executive Committee Minutes of March 10, 2003 were read and approved.

MOTION:  Approve the adoption of all rules and procedures passed by the Executive Committee at their March 10th, 2003 meeting and presented here.

ACTION:  PASSED

Treasurer’s Report by Susan Bolitzer:


Closing Balance:       $585

Income:                       453

Expenses:                      76.46

Closing Balance:         961.54

Membership:


Sally Culclough reported that there were 97 current members. 

Correspondence:  Several items were reported by the Sect.  President Saturn reported on his conversations with Chris Olmey of the Catskill Center who is trying to start a Catskill Hiking Club.  Quote of the Day (appearing in the minutes of this “to be” formed hiking group):  Pat Rudge (DEC Ranger) said, “The Rip Van Winkle Club is a great group of people but their membership is aging.”

Announcements:


Committee Heads for this year are:


Librarian:  Elaine Hencke


Rambles:    Joanna Rioux

Fall Weekend: Rick Smith



Banquet:  Roger Brandt, Chair, Janet Jones & Maria Walsh



                  (Yvonne Merck & Susan Bolitzer, Advisors) 


Sunshine:   Pat Kramer

Committee Reports:


Banquet Committee:  Roger Brandt gave an update on plans for the Banquet.  Date will be Saturday July 26th, 2003 at Williams Lake. There will be a fee for the dinner and an ad-on fee for those who want to enjoy day-use of Williams Lake. One of the planned day activities will be an orienteering lesson and exercise.  


Sunshine Committee: Pat Kramer reported that Bill Walker had surgery but is recovering and hopes to be hiking by late spring.

Completed Hikes

Hike Leaders reported on completed hikes. Frank Serravallo’s report on the St. Patrick’s Day Hike up Slide Mt. was both amusing and interesting.  His story about the encounter with Sean (a big man) and his dog Oscar who were camping on Slide for one month was very intriguing.

Trail Maintenance Report:


No report. 

REMINDER:  Three maintenance hikes: April 26th, May 6th, and May 16th. All club members are encouraged to join the trail maintenance effort.

Hike Schedules:

Schedules for April/May were passed out and discussed. 

 The list of dates for planning upcoming hikes was announced.

Old Business:

1. Len Sperl Plaque:

MOTION:  The plaque made by Pat Fitzsimmons as a memorial for Len Sperl should be given to the Sperl family to place where appropriate.

ACTION:  PASSED

2. Esopus Creek Conservancy:

Susan Bolitzer gave an update on the status of the Conservancy and described the Art On The Esopus event which would be happening the May 3-4th weekend.

3. RVW Cave:


Dick Voloshen reported on the 1870 map of Overlook which lists the RVW Cave.  Dick will lead an exploratory hike in search of the caves and will notify club members of the date.

4. Club Liability

Bob Stinemire reported on the NYNJ Trail Conference query about liability insurance.  Discussion followed.

President Saturn reminded hike leaders to make sure people read the hike sign-in sheet before they register for the hike.

New Business:
1. RVW Patches


 President Saturn suggested that we design a patch for the Club.  After some discussion, it was tabled for lack of interest.

2. Hiking Groups

MOTION:  Change the hike groups names to NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, AND ADVANCED.

ACTION:  PASSED

3. EMS Club Day:  EMS was having Club Days on April 25 (after 4) and April 26 (all day).  This is a good time to buy equipment since everything in the store will be 20% off.

3. Volunteers to tape Overlook Mt Fire Tower Training session

Pat Kramer asked for anyone willing to tape the training session for the Interpreters at the Fire Tower to contact her.

Meeting adjourned 8:35 for hike planning.

Refreshments at this meeting were provided by Marge Ishkanian






Respectfully submitted:

Susan Puretz, Secretary

The next meeting will be held on May 19th, 2003 since May 26th is Memorial Day.
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