


Minutes: Rip Van Winkle Hikers





March 22, 2004

Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by President Bob Saturn.

* Refreshments were available before the meeting (as per a decision at the January, 2004 meeting.)

Guests:  Theresa Dagis and George Dagis

Minutes of the January 26, 2004 were approved.

Treasurer’s Report by Charlie Martin (read by Bob Saturn)


Current Balance after expenses on 3/12/04 is $1232.70 (copy attached to official minutes)

Membership Report by Sally Colclough


Sally reported that there are now 141 members: 46 Advanced, 67 Intermediate, and 28

 Novice.

Correspondence: Bob Saturn circulated several pieces of brochures/mail related to hiking.

Announcements:


1.  June 5th, National Trails Day


2. Gander Mountain opening a store in Middletown.


3. EMS 20% Club Day Sale: April 23rd after 4 and all day April 24th.  Stores in:

 Poughkeepsie, Albany, and Paramas NJ.


4. As a member of the NYNJ Trail Conference you are entitled to a 10% discount

 year-round.


Committee Reports:

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE (Pat Kramer): Several members had “grandchildren” additions and one member’s parent died.


 LIBRARIAN (Elaine Henecke):

Continuing a tradition established at the November 2003 meeting, Elaine began her report with a question and answer period.  She asked several questions all related to the book Map and Compass by Bjorn Hjellstrom (available from the Club’s library).  Club members knew the answers to some of the questions, but everyone present learned at least one new fact

HATS and SHIRTS (Inge Backhaus)

There are still some hats and shirts that people had ordered and not picked up.

CONSERVATION CHAIR (Susan Bolitzer)



No report

ANNUAL BANQUET (Roger Brandt)

  Roger Brandt asked Club members to chose which day of the week for the event and

 then to choose from 3 places (a fourth was offered by Bill Smith.) 



The winners: Williams Lake and Friday evening

RAMBLES  (Pat Kramer)

The Rambles will be held on 4 days this year.  Club members opted for participation on

Saturday, September 18th.  The hike will be the same as last year: North Lake.

FALL WEEKEND (Rick Smith):

After some discussion about the Weekend, it was decided that a final decision would be made at the May meeting.  In the meantime Rick will get more information and Bob Stinemire will get some information on Lake Placid motels.

Completed Hikes

The Group and Hike Leaders reported on completed hikes. 

Trail Maintenance Report (Donna Wamsley):

Three Maintenance hikes have been scheduled for April/May and are in the schedule.  All

 club members were encouraged to come to at least one of the maintenance hikes.

Hike Schedules:

The list of dates for planning upcoming hikes was announced. 

Comments:


President Saturn urged all Hike Leaders to make sure that hikers READ and sign the Hike Report form.  He commented that at the last Intermediate Hike, Pat Kramer prepared a separate sheet (with special information highlighted) for members to read prior to signing.

President Saturn indicated that he would make some changes to the Sign-in sheet as a result of comments by Barbara Stone at the Winter Safety Course. These changes will involve contact phone numbers.

Old Business: 

1. Club Liability:  President Saturn reported that he has not heard anything from the NYNJ Trail Conference.

2. Catskill Park 100 year Anniversary (Donna Wamsley):  Donna reported that the Catskill Center would be printing a schedule of celebratory events and it would include the June 5th hike Giant Ledge hike led by the Rip Van Winkle Club.

3. Winter Safety Course:

Dick Voloshen reported on the very successful Winter Safety Course held Monday, February 9th / Approximately two dozen Club members attended and the evaluations of workshop leader Barbara Stone were all very positive.  Many people commented that when they got home, they reevaluated their Backpack contents.

Dick also followed up with some information (sent out previously by e-mail) on the DEC estimate on “how long you should expect to be in the woods if you are lost – and DEC is searching for you.”  Eight hours (plus time to get you out) is the minimum turn-around time.

4.   Esopus Creek Conservancy (now Esopus Bend Nature Preserve)

Bob Saturn reported that the property is now officially owned by the Catskill Center.

5.   Compass/Map Field Implementation:


The date is official:  April 17th 9 a.m. at Williams Lake.


Dick Voloshen and Bob Saturn went over what has been accomplished so far. That included: the laying out of two courses (beginner and intermediate), the printing up of a “beginner” compass pamphlet, and specific plans for the April 17th workshop.

New Business:

1.   INTERMEDIATE GROUP 

Pat Kramer indicated, “many of the intermediate group still would like to hike the peaks…” She then proposed that: 

The Intermediate group schedule hikes on all Mondays of the month. Peaks would be scheduled on the same Mondays as the Advanced group and the alternate Mondays would have rolling hills and interesting places.

Proposal accepted and will be immediately implemented.


2.  Library

Sally Colclough asked that members send a letter to our state legislators regarding the Library and land acquisition.


3.  Protect the Plattekill Creek and Watershed

Sandy Thorpe announced a garage sale on May 1st at Cantine Field to benefit

        Protect the Plattekill Creek and Watershed

Meeting adjourned 8: 40 for hike planning.

Refreshments at this meeting were provided by: Arlene Breitung

Respectfully submitted:  Susan Puretz, Secretary

Note:

Refreshments for the May meeting will be provided by: Dagmara Nunn and Sandy Thorpe

Refreshments for the July meeting will be provided by: Frank Serravallo and Gaye Smith
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